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EDUCATION BUDGET 

152. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Education: 

(1) Given that the minister was acquired to achieve three per cent efficiency savings totalling $93.6 million 
in 2009–10, why has the minister only achieved savings of less than half that amount? 

(2) How does the minister explain the $52 million hole in her budget? 

(3) Will the minister table the resource agreement that she signed with the Treasurer committing to the 
agency’s budget? 

(4) What personal responsibility does the minister take for this failure? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

(1)–(4) I do not know whether or not to thank the member for this question. I explained many times last year, 
and I will have to explain it a number of times this year, that it has been very difficult to achieve the 
three per cent efficiency saving in education. The reason for that is, as we have said from the outset, 
that we would not make any cuts to any services — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You had a cabinet decision you were required to implement and you did not implement it. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: We want to make sure that the services in schools are maintained and not cut. It is not 
easy to make those cuts to education because such a vast proportion of our budget concerns front-line services to 
young people. Of course, salaries are a major component of that budget. We have been going through a long and 
detailed process of a value-for-money audit. Through that we will achieve efficiencies and savings in the coming 
months and the next new years. We are still working through the recommendations and we are taking this very 
seriously.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: The department says that you will still be $52 million short. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The answer remains the same: we will not cut front-line services to young people in 
schools. We will make sure that we maintain the programs that are required to provide the best education for 
young people in Western Australia. 
 


